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LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS ISSUED CIVIL PENALTIES AT 
ENFORCEMENT HEARING  

 

Olympia – Vice-Chair of the Public Disclosure Commission, Susan Brady, found 79 elected and 

7 appointed officials in violation of state Public Disclosure laws during brief enforcement 

hearings held Thursday in Olympia. 
 
 

Elected officials and certain state appointed officials are required under state law to file an 

annual Personal Financial Affairs Statement with the Public Disclosure Commission by April 15th 

reporting financial activity for the preceding year. 

 

“Voters take this law very seriously and expect elected officials to take it seriously as well,” 

Brady said.  “Regardless of whether the elected position has a salary or is considered voluntary, 

public officials must disclose their financial affairs.” 

 

The governmental officials who were issued a civil penalty had previously been sent two letters 

asking them to comply with the reporting requirements. A letter reminding each official of his or 

her obligation to file was sent on May 7, 2003 and letter with an opportunity to pay a $100 fine 

and forego an enforcement hearing was sent on May 23, 2003.   

 

Officials found in violation at the hearing may appeal the decision to the full, five-member 

Commission for review of the action taken by the Vice-Chair. 
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Government officials from the Northwest Region of Washington who were assessed a penalty at 

the brief enforcement hearing were: 
 

Kenneth Brown, City Council Member of the City of Anacortes was found in violation of 
state law and assessed a civil penalty of $100 for a first violation. 
 
Henry Gottardi, Fire Commissioner for Snohomish Fire Protection District #21, was 
found in violation of state law and assessed a civil penalty of $100 for a first violation. 
 
Al Kiefer, Fire Commissioner for Whatcom Fire Protection District #10, was found in 
violation of state law and assessed a civil penalty of $300 due to past violations. 
 
Thomas Rhone, Commissioner for Whatcom Water District #7, was found in violation of 
state law and assessed a civil penalty of $100 for a first violation. 
 
Margo Powell, Commissioner for Snohomish Hospital District #3, was found in violation 
of state law and assessed a civil penalty of $300 due to past violations. 
 
Richard Thorpe, Judge for Snohomish County Superior Court, was found in violation of 
state law and assessed a civil penalty of $100 for a first violation. 
 
James Hawley, Commissioner for the Port of South Whidbey, was found in violation of 
state law and assessed a civil penalty of $500 due to past violations. 
 
Waldo Gillette, Town Council Member for the Town of Friday Harbor, was found in 
violation of state law and assessed a civil penalty of $100 for a first violation. 
 
Daryl Williams, Member of the Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recreation, was 
found in violation of state law and assessed a civil penalty of $150. 
 
David Holmkvist, Commissioner for the Skagit Fire Protection District #14, was found in 
violation of state law and assessed a civil penalty of $300 due to past violations. 
 
Kathleen Field, Trustee for Edmonds Community College, was found in violation of state 
law and assessed a civil penalty of $150. 
 
Orran Dodson, Commissioner for Whatcom Fire Protection District #01, was found in 
violation of state law and assessed a civil penalty of $150. 
 
Ellen Dodson, School Director for Mt Baker School District #507, was found in violation 
of state law and assessed a civil penalty of $100 for a first violation. 
 

Brady dismissed the enforcement case against Jilk Stephen, Commissioner for Lynden Park 
and Recreation District. 
 
Civil penalties were determined using a standard process that increases depending upon 
circumstances such as past violations or if reports are filed at the time of the enforcement 
hearing. 
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